
 
CITY OF BROKEN BOW 
CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 

February 12, 2019 @ 6:00 PM 
City Hall Main Floor Conference Room 

314 South 10th Avenue, Broken Bow, NE 

**Please click on the letter next to the agenda item to see the information associated with that item. 

 

  
A. Call to Order 

 

B. Open Meetings Law:  This is an open meeting of the Broken Bow City Council.  The City of 
Broken Bow abides by the Open Meetings Act in conducting business.  A copy of the Open 
Meetings Act is displayed in this room as required by law. 
 

C. Roll Call 
 

D. Pledge of Allegiance 
 

E. Submittal of Requests for Future Items:  Individuals who have appropriate items for City 
Council consideration should complete the Request for Future Agenda Items form located on 
the table by the door.  If the issue can be handled administratively without Council action, 
notification will be provided.  If the item is scheduled for a meeting or study session, notification 
of the date will be given. 
 

F. Consent Agenda: The Mayor & Council will review and may or may not approve the consent 
agenda items for February 12th, 2019, which will include the following: 

a. Approval of Minutes of January 22nd, 2019 Council Meeting 
b. Approval of Bills as Posted  

 

G. Other Communications: 
a. Gambling Awareness Month Proclamation 

 
b. Zoning Administrator Position 

 

H. Unfinished Business: 
a. Market in the Square – Consideration of approving the Chamber to use the parking stalls 

on the East and Northeast side of the Square for the 2019 Market in the Square from 6:00 
pm on Wednesday evenings until 3:30 pm on Thursdays for regular market days and until 
7:30 pm for the Third Thursday vendors from May 16th until September 19th.  
 

b. Public Hearing, Ordinance 1194, North 17th Subdivision – Consideration of opening a 
public hearing regarding Ordinance 1194, North 17th Avenue Subdivision. 
 

c. Second Reading of Ordinance 1194, North 17th Subdivision 
 

I. New Business: 
a. Move Council Meetings to the Library – Consideration of moving the City Council 

meeting to the Broken Bow Library. 
 

b. Indian Hills Playground Equipment – Consideration of allowing the money donated for 
the Indian Hills Playground Equipment to the Custer County Foundation so that money 
can be fundraised for all-inclusive playground equipment. 
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c. Street Closure – Consideration of closing the South C Street from South 9th Avenue to 

South 10th Avenue on March 24th for a car show from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm. 
 

d. Board Appointments – Consideration of approving the appointments of Nicolle Bailey to 
a 2 year term to fill the vacant position on the Planning Commission, Jim Duncan to the 
Planning Commission for a 3 year term ending February 2022, Paul Holland and Ryan 
Vonderohe to the Park Board for a 3 year term ending February 2022, and Rick Maas to 
the Community Redevelopment Authority Board for a 5 year term ending February 2024. 
 

e. Public Hearing, Ordinance 1195, Water Rates – Consideration of opening a public 
hearing regarding Ordinance 1195, Water Rates. 
 

f. Waive Three Readings of Ordinance 1195, Water Rates – Consideration of waiving the 
three readings of Ordinance 1195. 
 

g. Ordinance 1195, Water Rates – Consideration of approving Ordinance 1195. 
 

h. Public Hearing, Ordinance 1196, Sewer Rates – Consideration of opening a public 
hearing regarding Ordinance 1196, Sewer Rates. 
 

i. Waive Three Readings of Ordinance 1196, Sewer Rates – Consideration of waiving the 
three readings of Ordinance 1196. 
 

j. Ordinance 1196, Sewer Rates – Consideration of approving Ordinance 1196. 
 

k. Public Hearing, Ordinance 1197, Amended Wage Ordinance – Consideration of 
opening a public hearing regarding Ordinance 1197, Amended Wage Ordinance. 
 

l. Waive Three Readings of Ordinance 1197, Amended Wage Ordinance – 
Consideration of waiving the three readings of Ordinance 1197. 
 

m. Ordinance 1197, Amended Wage Ordinance – Consideration of approving Ordinance 
1197. 
 

n. Resolution 2019-2, Flood Risk Reduction – Consideration of approving payment #15 to 
JEO Consulting Group Inc. in the amount of $1,041.00 for work completed on the Broken 
Bow Flood Risk Reduction through January 18, 2019. 
 

o. Resolution 2019-3, Handibus Grant Funding – Consideration of approving the 
Handibus Operating Assistance for years 2019-2020 and 2020-2021. 
 

p. Public Hearing – One and Six Year Plan – Consideration of opening a public hearing 
regarding the One and Six Year Plan. 
 

q. Resolution 2019-4, One and Six Year Plan – Consideration of approving the One and 
Six Year Plan. 
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r. Move Next Meeting Date – Consideration of moving the next meeting date because of 

League Conference. 
 

J. Comments by Mayor and Council Members Concerning City Departments.  
 

K. Adjournment 
 

Upcoming Events 
 February 18th – City Offices Closed – Presidents’ Day 

 February 25th – Board of Public Works Meeting at 12:30 pm @ Municipal Building 

 

The next City Council Meeting will be on Tuesday, February 26th, 2019 @ 6:00 pm. 

 
 

The Council will review the above matters and take such action as they deem appropriate.  The Council may enter into closed session to 
discuss any matter on this agenda when it is determined by the Council that it is clearly necessary for protection of the public interest or the 
prevention of needless injury to the reputation of any individual and if such individual has not requested a public meeting, or as otherwise 
allowed by law.  Any closed session shall be limited to the subject matter for which the closed session was classed.  If the motion to close 
passes, immediately prior to the closed session the Mayor shall restate on the record the limitation of the subject matter of the closed session. 



 

 

Broken Bow City Council  
Meeting Minutes 
January 22, 2019 

 
The Broken Bow City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, January 22, 2019 in the Main 
Floor Conference Room.  Notice of the meeting was given in advance thereof as required by 
publication in the Custer County Chief on January 17, 2019.  Availability of the agenda and 
related materials was communicated in the advanced notice to the Mayor and all members of 
the Council, as well as, shared with various media outlets.  All proceedings hereafter shown 
were taken while the meeting was open to the attendance of the public. 
 
Council President Rod Sonnichsen called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M., with the following 
Councilmembers present:  Sonnichsen, Miller, and Holcomb.  Absent:  Myers.  Mayor Berghorst 
was absent due to illness.  Council President Sonnichsen announced the availability of the open 
meetings law, followed by the reciting of the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Moved by Holcomb, seconded by Miller, to excuse Councilman Myers from the meeting.  All 
ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
Council President Sonnichsen read the format for submitting requests for future agenda items. 
 
Moved by Holcomb, seconded by Miller, to approve the consent agenda for January 22, 2019. 
Said motion includes approval of Minutes of the January 9, 2019 Council Meeting, Bills to Date, 
December Treasurer’s Report, and the Volunteer Fire Department Roster.  Roll call vote: Voting 
aye:  Miller, Holcomb, and Sonnichsen.  Nays: None.  Motion carried.  
 
Aflac, $830.36, $259.78; Ag Land ATV, snow blade, $1,411.40; American Legal Publishing, 
model ordinances, $399.00; American Public Works Association, dues, $202.00; Andy Holland, 
meals, $53.63; Beaver Crossing Co Albion, parts, $50.66; Bloomberg Businessweek, 
subscription, $96.30; Bound Tree Medical, supplies, $40.17; Broken Bow Mun Utilities, fuel, 
$2,343.52; Broken Bow Rural Fire Board, supplies & utilities, $1,112.02; CEDC, membership, 
$2,500.00; Cardmember Service, misc., $579.09; Carquest of Broken Bow, parts, $62.54; 
Central I.T. LLC, supplies, $110.00; Century Link, telephone, $558.43, $86.47; City Flex Benefit 
Plan, flex, $116.04; City of Broken Bow – Health Insurance, insurance, $3,852.16; City of 
Broken Bow Pension Fund, pension, $1,988.46, $6,297.72; Consolidated Management Co., 
meals, $46.28; Consumer Reports, subscription, $26.00; Culligan Water Conditioning, salt, 
$18.00; Custer County Chief, publication, $220.25; Dana F. Cole & Company, LLP, audit 
expense, $680.00; Deb’s Embroidery Shop, flag repair, $20.00; Deere Credit Inc., mower lease, 
$216.51; EFTPS Online Payment, payroll, $2,064.66, $6,242.04, $8,828.14; Eakes Office 
Products, supplies, $235.62, $425.22; Family Heritage, $56.00; Good Housekeeping, 
subscription, $14.97; Great Plains Communications, internet, $70.95; Greg Krueger & 
Associates, office supplies, $756.36; Grocery Kart, employee appreciation dinner, $1,481.19; 
History Nebraska, membership, $40.00; Holmes Plumbing & Heating, RV park plumbing, 
$236.90; Hometown Leasing, copier lease, $159.18; Ingram Library Services, materials, 
$1,129.13; Interstate All Battery Center, batteries, $60.80; Island Supply Welding Co., oxygen, 
$53.73; Jeff Roach, boot allowance, $100.00; Kearney Hub, subscription, $265.20; Kirkpatrick 
Cleaning Solutions, supplies, $27.28; LaQuinta Inns & Suites, rooms, $1,199.40; Lawrence 
Stump, meals, $35.18; League of NE Municipalities, mid-winter conference, $1,885.00; 
Matheson Tri-Gas Inc., oxygen/argon, $49.44; Matt Friend, snow plow blades, $827.00; Mead 
Lumber, supplies, $1,018.15; Municipal Emergency Services, name tags, $19.26; Myers 
Construction Co, snow removal, $14,251.25; NMC Exchange LLC, parts, $1,266.67; Nebraska 



 

 

Dept of Revenue, lodging tax, $854.77; OSA/Computers Plus, supplies, $277.38, $264.85; 
Obrien’s Ture Value, supplies, $20.77; Omaha State Bank, HSA, $150.00; Plains Equipment 
Group, parts, $20.96; Prachts Ace Hardware, supplies, $170.25; Presto X Company, monthly 
service, $47.00; Pristine Cleaning, LLC, cleaning, $375.00; RR Donnelley, Nebraska citations, 
$60.01; Ranchland Ford, additive, $35.96; Ron Ripp, garage door, $490.54; S&L Sanitary 
Service, trash, $49.30; Schaper and White Law Firm, legal fees, $1,400.00; Schmicks Market, 
supplies, $54.86; Shane Fiorelli, meals, $65.92; Shirts, Signs, Mugs & More, misc., $187.25, 
$3,500.00; State Income Tax WH NE Online Payment, payroll, $2,702.18; The Grand Island 
Independent, subscription, $208.00; Trotter Service, fuel & ice melt, $1,661.55; Trotter’s Whoa 
& Go, fuel, $116.97; US Bank Equipment Finance, copier lease, $852.21; UTNE, subscription, 
$45.00; Verizon Wireless, internet & phone, $387.54, $143.26; WL Construction Supply Inc., 
saw blades, $429.85; Bi-Weekly Payroll, payroll, $51,438.73; Total Bills = $132,985.62. 
 
City Attorney Jason White administered the Police Officer oath to Christopher Anderson. 
 
Moved by Miller, seconded by Holcomb, to approve the appointment of JEO Consulting Group, 
Inc. as the City Engineer for 2019.  Mayor Berghorst had called in his recommendation of JEO 
to City Clerk Stephanie Wright.  Roll call vote:  Voting aye:  Holcomb, Miller, and Sonnichsen.  
Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 
 
Moved by Holcomb, seconded by Miller, to postpone the Market on Square proposal to the 
February 12th, 2019 meeting.  Roll call vote:  Voting aye:  Miller, Sonnichsen, and Holcomb.  
Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 
 
Moved by Holcomb, seconded by Miller, to approve the appointment of Rod Pracht to the 
Airport Authority Board.  Roll call vote:  Voting aye:  Miller, Holcomb, and Sonnichsen.  Nays:  
None.  Motion carried. 
 
Moved by Holcomb, seconded by Miller, to approve the membership level of Class A Member to 
the Custer Economic Development Corporation.  Roll call vote:  Voting aye:  Sonnichsen, 
Holcomb, and Miller.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 
 
Moved by Holcomb, seconded by Miller, to open a public hearing at 6:09 p.m. regarding 
Ordinance 1194, North 17th Subdivision.  Roll call vote:  Voting aye:  Miller, Sonnichsen, and 
Holcomb.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried.  Discussion was held.  Moved by Miller, seconded by 
Holcomb, to close the public hearing at 6:10 p.m. regarding Ordinance 1194, North 17th 
Subdivision.  Roll call vote:  Voting aye:  Holcomb, Sonnichsen, and Miller.  Nays:  None.  
Motion carried.   
 
City Clerk Stephanie Wright read the first reading of Ordinance 1194, North 17th Subdivision. 
 
Council President Sonnichsen opened the floor for comments from the Councilmembers 
concerning City Departments.  There were no comments. 
 
Moved by Sonnichsen, seconded by Holcomb, to enter into closed session at 6:11 pm to 
discuss personnel when it is necessary to prevent needless injury to the reputation of a person 
and such person has not requested a public meeting.  The City representatives that shall remain 
present during the closed session including the City Council are City Attorney Jason White, 
Water/Sewer Superintendent Darren Marten, and City Clerk Stephanie Wright.  Roll call vote:  
Miller, Sonnichsen, and Holcomb.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 
 



 

 

Moved by Miller, seconded by Holcomb, to exit out of closed session at 6:41 p.m. from the 
purpose of discussing personnel when it is necessary to prevent needless injury to the 
reputation of a person and such person has not requested a public meeting.  Roll call vote: 
Voting aye: Holcomb, Sonnichsen, and Miller.  Nays: None.  Motion carried. 
 
Moved by Sonnichsen, seconded by Holcomb, to grant provisional permission to Water/Sewer 
Superintendent Darren Marten to contract with the Village of Mason City for 5 months to do 
certified water testing work on his personal time, and at the end of five months the contract will 
be reviewed along with the cost of a water operator certification for the superintendent.  Roll call 
vote: Voting aye: Holcomb, Miller, and Sonnichsen.  Nays: None.  Motion carried. 
 
Moved by Sonnichsen, seconded by Holcomb, to adjourn the City Council Meeting at 6:47 p.m.  
Roll call vote: Voting aye: Sonnichsen, Holcomb, and Miller.  Nays: None.  Motion carried. 
        
 

____________________________ 
       Jonathon Berghorst, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
_____________________________ 
Stephanie M. Wright, City Clerk     
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Broken Bow  

2019 Market on the Square 
and 

Third Thursdays in the Square 
Proposal 

 
 
 

Presented by: 
Deb Kennedy on behalf of the Broken Bow Chamber of Commerce 

 
 
 



Background Information 
 
Market on the Square 
The Broken Bow Chamber Board of Directors voted and approved to start organizing the Broken Bow Market 
on the Square on July 26, 2017 after a proposal for a partnership with Gary Lawrence was rejected in July 
2017. The decision was prompted by complaints from vendors regarding use of their vendor fees and general 
feedback from businesses and shoppers about wanting the market back in the Downtown Square. In addition, 
the Chamber is a Non-Profit entity therefore not subject to the 10% usage fee for events on City Property. The 
Chamber Board of Directors made a specific motion in regard to funding with the understanding that no 
Membership dollars would allocated for the Market and an account was set up specifically for the Market 
expenses. 
 
The Market on the Square kicked off the 2018 season on Thursday, May 17th and concluded on September 20th 

for a total of 19 total events.  
 
Third Thursdays in the Square 
The purpose of Third Thursdays in the Square is to bring community and businesses together by creating a 
fun, laid-back atmosphere with live music, food & drinks, games and much more. The Broken Bow Chamber of 
Commerce invites the surrounding local businesses to keep their doors open longer every Third Thursday of 
the month for this special event. Food & Craft Vendors are also welcome to set-up in the Square.  
 

Back in the day, there used to be live music in the Broken Bow Downtown Square every Thursday evening. 
Businesses would stay open later on those days and visitors would come into town to shop, eat and socialize. 
It was a time of community involvement and over time this tradition unfortunately stopped. Through business 
sponsorship, the City of Broken Bow and the Broken Bow Chamber of Commerce that tradition is back.  
  

Third Thursdays in the Square events were held each Third Thursday from May through September as a time 
of celebration and community bonding in the Downtown Square. There were 5 events through the summer 
featuring local talent, we were able to bring a Broken Bow alumna home for an event and even featured a 
nationally touring artist on her way through the area.  
 
 
Proposed 2019 Market on the Square & Third Thursdays in the Square 
 
For the City Council to approve: Blocking off parking stalls on the East and Northeast side of the 
Downtown Square every Thursday until 3:30 pm between May 16, 2019 and September 19, 2019 for the 
Market on the Square Vendors and 7:30 pm for the Third Thursday Vendors on the Third Thursday of each 
month (May 16, June 20, July 18, August 15 and September 19). 
 
Considerations to include: 

1. Handicap stalls will NOT be blocked off and available for use at all times. 
2. The Chamber of Commerce will place traffic cones in the proposed spaces no earlier than 6:00 pm 

each Wednesday evening before scheduled Market and Third Thursday dates. 
a. After vendors have arrived any spaces unused will be free for public parking. 

3. Vendors who do not sell out of their vehicle or trailer will be set up inside of the Square and will be 
expected to park their vehicles (if applicable) at least a block off the square to make room for public 
parking. 

4. The Chamber will request that vendors do not arrive before 9:00 am to alleviate any traffic and/or 
safety concerns. 

 
Dates & Times 

1. Thursday, May 16 to Thursday, September 19, 2019. 
2. Market will be open from 10:00 am – 3:00 pm each Thursday. 
3. Third Thursdays in the Square entertainment will start approximately 5:15 pm through 7:15 pm. 



 
Chamber Responsibilities 

1. Ensure all vendors have their peddlers permit secured through the City of Broken Bow. 
2. Collect all vendor fees. 
3. Use vendor fees to market and advertisement through signage, Facebook and other forms of media. 
4. Maintain and update the Market on the Square and Third Thursdays in the Square Facebook. 
5. Recruit new vendors. 
6. Oversee set up and tear down each Thursday. 
7. Secure entertainment for Third Thursday in the Square events. 
8. Secure sponsorship for Third Thursday in the Square events. 
9. Market and promote the Third Thursday in the Square events. 
10. Recruit and support local non-profits for fundraising events during the Third Thursday in the Square 

events.  
 
Signage 
The Chamber of Commerce secured signs (from Shirts, Signs, Mugs and More) in 2018 to place at the 
Southeast corner and Northeast corner of the Downtown Square. These will be set up the morning of each 
event and taken down at the end of each event. 
 
 
2018 Follow-Up 
The overall response from the 2018 Vendors was incredibly positive. Due to the shade provided by the trees in 
the park the experience of being outside each Thursday was much more comfortable for the vendors and 
shoppers.  
 
Shoppers enjoyed the central location for the Market saying often they would even forget there was a Market 
because they did not drive out to the East side of town  on a regular basis during the day. 
 
We did have one complaint from a business on the west side of the square saying the Market was taking all of 
their parking spots, however, when we went out to see what we could do to alleviate the issue there were 8 
open parking spots on the West side of the Square at the time. We encouraged them to let us know if there 
was another issue so we could either talk to vendors who were parking on that side or work on a plan. There 
was no further communication of an issue the rest of the summer and the complaint did not come from the 
business owner, but from that owner’s parent.  
 
We had 26 vendors who took part in the Market on the Square or Third Thursday in the Square events last 
summer. Of the 26 all said they want to be vendors for 2019 and we have already been in communication with 
new vendors for the 2019 season. We had vendors from our local area as well as vendors from Scotia, 
Holdrege, Cozad and Ellsworth, Nebraska.  
 
We actually pulled a few additional vendors for Third Thursdays in the Square, who, due to the work schedules 
were not available during the day for the Market times. They enjoyed fun evenings with great sales and 
opportunities to promote their local talent.  
 
For me personally the most gratifying part was seeing people from our community come out to the park and 
spend time in the park eating lunch or supper. There were a lot of relationships built and opportunities to build 
community pride with these 2 events.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Samples of Marketing from 2018 Market on the Square 

    
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
Samples of Marketing from 2018 for Third Thursdays in the Square 
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                                                                                                           Return to:  City of Broken Bow 
          314 South 10th Ave. 

Broken Bow, NE  68822 

 

CITY OF BROKEN BOW, NEBRASKA 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 1194 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BROKEN BOW, NEBRASKA APPROVING THE 

PLAT OF NORTH 17TH SUBDIVISION, SAID SUBDIVISION BEING WITHIN THE 

EXTRATERRITORIAL JURISDICTION BUT NOT WITHIN THE CORPORATE LIMITS 

OF THE CITY OF BROKEN BOW, AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO SIGN ALL 

DOCUMENTS APPROVING THE SAME, PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION AND 

EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 

 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

BROKEN BOW, NEBRASKA: 

 

 Section 1.  The owners of North 17th Subdivision have requested that the City 

approve said Subdivision and Plat. 

 

 Section 2.  The Plat of North 17th Subdivision has been presented to the Planning 

Commission for consideration, and the Planning Commission has recommended 

approval of the same. 

 

 Section 3.  The Plat of North 17th Subdivision, duly made out, acknowledged and 

certified, be and the same is approved and accepted and is ordered filed in the office of 

the Register of Deeds and Assessor. 

 

 Section 4.  Further, the Mayor and Council find, pursuant to section 19-916 of the 

Nebraska Revised Statutes, that said Subdivision adjoins or is contiguous to the 

corporate limits, and with the approval of said Plat, said land described in said Plat shall 

be included within the corporate limits of Broken Bow and become a part of the City for 

all purposes whatsoever. 

 

 Section 5.  The Mayor is authorized to sign any and all documents necessary to 

carry out the purposes of this Ordinance. 

 

 Section 6.  This ordinance shall be in full force and take effect from and after its 

passage and approval as required by law and shall be published in pamphlet form. 

 

 Passed and approved this 25th day of February, 2019. 

 

 

        __________________________ 

        Jonathon Berghorst, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

____________________________ 

Stephanie M. Wright, City Clerk 
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